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stood as implying that all deputies are alike; that many
of them are not men of high character, who will not
yield to the temptation and pressure with which they
are surrounded. My object is simply to describe a
tendency ; to point out a defect in the French political
system, and to show clearly the characteristic evils
which that defect cannot fail to develop. The recent
scandals about the bribery of deputies in connection
with the Panama Canal, with which the newspapers
were filled for three months, have thrown a dismal
light over public life in France, and, although at first
the credulous Parisians no doubt exaggerated the ex-
tent of the corruption, still there was fire enough under
the smoke to show what baleful influences haunt the
corridors of the Palais Bourbon.

Before closing, let us consider  for a moment the
political prospects of the country.    The

Prospects of

erous enthusiasm that greeted the Republic at the Repub-
the outset has faded away, and even its most
ardent advocates have found to their sorrow that it has
not brought the promised millennium. Such a feeling of
disappointment is not surprising. On the contrary, it
might have been surely predicted, for in every form of
government that has existed in France since the Revo-
lution the period of enthusiasm has been followed by
one of disenchantment, and to this latter stage the Re-
public has come in the natural course of events. Now
this period may well be looked upon as crucial, because
as yet no form of government in France has been able
to live through it. After a political system has lasted
about half a generation, the country has always become